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FOREWORD

What a long anticipated season this is for our congregation!
After over 16 years of waiting, working and praying, God has
opened the doors for us with the town of Davie to build a much
needed house of worship for New Life Baptist Church. The
next step in the process is to gather the necessary funds. We
want to use the next few weeks to lay a foundation of faith
which we pray will result in a total of approximately $3.5
million. Impossible? Yes, it is, humanly. But Jesus said that
with God all things are possible.

You hold in your hand a compilation of teaching from some
of the most godly men I know: your elders. During these next
40 days, we are asking you to pray, discuss, and contemplate
how you will be involved in giving toward our building. I hope
this will be for you more than a time of giving. It is our desire
that you be taught the Word and be built up in your faith and
obedience to God. We hope you see the Gospel in all of this.
Our building needs to be viewed properly. We might rightly
call it a “Gospel Station,” where people come to hear the
Gospel, deepen their understanding and love for the Gospel,
and learn to share the Gospel.

We are asking you to take a few minutes each day to read the
Scripture and devotional teaching.  This can be done
individually or as a family. We encourage you to read it out
loud to your family and then talk about it. Many of you
committed to Every Family in the Word Every Day. Use this
time to continue or re-ignite that discipline.

I believe God has lessons to teach our congregation during
this season, including lessons about our attitudes toward
money and possessions. A capital campaign is a wonderful
discipleship opportunity for all of us to search God’s Word, to
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allow it to mold our thinking in regard to wealth, and to ask the
question: “In what do we really trust?”

I think you will enjoy reading these men that you know.
There are also some great stories from our people of how God
has blessed them in past decisions to invest in His Kingdom.
Let us know how it’s going for you. E-mails and letters of
God’s work in your hearts will help us know how to pray for
you.

Also, check out the appendices for some helpful information
on fasting, a great testimony by Jason Hamilton and some
creative ways you can save money to be able to have more to
give to the Kingdom.

Enjoy!

Pastor Coleman and all the elders
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PART 1
GIVING IN LIGHT OF THE GOSPEL

Giving for Gospel Growth



Giving In Light of the Gospel | 5

DAY 11 SUNDAY, MAY 16

Giving Because of the Gospel
Colossians 2:6

The Bible, when speaking of the way you live your life,
frequently uses the metaphor of your walk. The verse above
presumes two things: 1) that you have believed the Gospel and,
thus, have “received Christ Jesus,” and 2) that in receiving
Him, He is now your Lord. No one can receive salvation from
Jesus without also receiving Him as Lord. This means that the
way you carry out your daily life, your walk, changes. This
change comes as you live no longer for yourself, but rather for
Christ. You no longer live a life that is trusting in yourself and
your own strength, but “as you have received Christ Jesus” you
live a life of faith.

There is a new song that we sing in church, “Come, Ye
Souls” by Joseph Swain (1792), which states in the third verse:

Blessed are the eyes that see Him, Blest the ears that hear His
voice;

Blessed are the souls that trust Him, and in Him alone rejoice;

His commandments then become their happy choice.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ changes your life. When one
becomes a Christian, thoughts, perspectives, attitudes,
mindsets, emotions, actions, they all change because there is a
new King sitting on the throne of the heart. What once we
would have considered ridiculously crazy, now we see as good,
right, and joyous. The things which previously were a burden
and a chore, things which were done grudgingly, now through
the new life we have in Christ are a “happy choice.”

-Mark Schwetizer
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DAY 21 MONDAY, MAY 17
Giving In Keeping with the
Gospel

John 3:16-21

The Gospel—literally the “good news”—is the best news
that has ever been announced. It proceeds from the giving
heart of God, who lavishes on His children—rebellious though
they are—more than they could ever dare dream.

This giving heart of God, shown throughout Scripture,
comes to its clearest manifestation in the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, who freely offers Himself for the sake of His people.
This principle is demonstrated in that well-known declaration
of the Gospel in John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, that
he gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life” (emphasis added). God gave us
His Son so that we could be reconciled to Him, have our sins
forgiven, and be the recipients of eternal life.

And we see the same giving heart in Jesus’ earthly ministry.
God the Father gave God the Son. And God the Son gave
Himself. Luke tells us that at the Lord’s final supper, “...He
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me’ ” (Luke 22:19, empbhasis
added). The Apostle Paul proclaimed that “the life I now live
in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20b, emphasis added).

“We love because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). And we
give because he first gave himself.

-John Rabe
Giving for Gospel Growth
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DAY 31 TUESDAY, MAY 18

Giving to Advance the Gospel
2 Corinthians 8:1-15

Second Corinthians (particularly chapters eight and nine) is
a key Bible text on the issues of giving and generosity. In these
chapters, Paul describes the giving of the Macedonian church.
Reading his descriptions can be convicting to all of us who are
relatively affluent Christians living in America.

Though the Macedonians were dirt poor, they heard that
fellow Christians elsewhere were in need. It would have been
understandable if they had said, “Times are tough right now.
I'll give when things get better.” Or, we could perhaps imagine
them grudgingly giving a tiny bit of what little they had, out of a
sense of guilt or for appearance’s sake. Instead, the scene Paul
describes is shocking. He tells us that their joy, combined with
their poverty, “have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on
their part” (v.2). Not only that, but they went so far as to beg
for the opportunity to give!

How do we explain this? Paul explains it to us by calling

>

these gifts an “act of grace.” He directly links it to the gospel
itself. He notes that the Macedonians first gave themselves to
the Lord, and then the Lord moved them to give. Generous
giving is an act of grace that is motivated by another act of
grace: “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that
you by His poverty might become rich” (v. 8). Our giving is a
visible picture of the Gospel for all the world to see. Jesus
Christ put aside all the wealth and glory of heaven and made
Himself nothing, humbling himself to death on a cross so that

an exchange could happen: He would take your lowly sinfulness
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upon Himself, and He would give to you His lofty position of
righteousness.

Amazingly, none of this overflow of giving among the
Macedonians was a result of guilt or compulsion. And Paul
specifically says that he doesn’t want to give the Corinthians a
command on it. Instead, he says, “And in this matter I give my
judgment: this benefits you, who a year ago started not only to
do this work but also to desire to do it” (v. 10, emphasis added).
The giving welled up from a desire to do it. The desire
preceded the giving.

When we experience the riches of God’s lavish grace, the
desire for generous giving is a natural result once we
understand the connection. When we find it difficult to give, or
we feel guilty about our lack of giving, we should always return
to the cross and meditate on the good news of Christ’s grace
toward us. Our giving advances the Gospel in two ways: 1) by
providing for God to be worshipped locally and worldwide, and
2) by showing the joy and freedom given by a Savior who made
Himself poor so that we could be eternally rich.

-John Rabe
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DAY 41 WEDNESDAY, MAY 19

Giving In Response to the Gospel
Psalm 116:12

Why does the Bible speak of King David as a “man after
God’s own heart” (Acts 13:22)? Well, part of the reason is
David’s thankful, responsive heart to the blessings of God. The
Psalms repeatedly reveal David’s thankfulness. In Psalm 116,
he begins by expressing his love to the Lord for hearing his
pleas for mercy. In a contrite spirit, he praises God for
delivering his soul. Then in verse 12, he reflects on what his
response should be for all the Lord’s benefits. David
understood that thanksgiving involves giving. It is the tangible
way to give thanks.

David believed in putting his money where his mouth was.
He believed in giving as a part of worship. The closing verses of
2 Samuel (v.18-25) are a graphic picture of this mindset. When
David came to buy a threshing floor on which to build a
worship altar, the subservient owner offered it free to his king.
David said, “No.” David’s witness was that he would not give
to the Lord that which cost him nothing. That very place later
became the site of Solomon’s magnificent temple. David’s
contribution was the land and much of the building materials.

Now, as New Life builds and we reflect on the benefit of
God’s great Gospel to us and what we should render to him in
thanksgiving, may it be that God will say of us, “These are a
people after my own heart!”

-Clell Coleman
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DAY 51 THURSDAY, MAY 20

Giving In the Joy of the Gospel
2 Corinthians 9:6-11

One of the primary characteristics of God-pleasing
generosity is that it flows from the heart. God is not honored
by obligatory or guilt-driven giving, any more than your spouse
is honored by an anniversary gift you haphazardly grabbed off
the shelf at Wal-Mart just because you had to have something
to give and feared an argument if you didn’t.

Instead, as Paul tells the Corinthian church, God loves a
cheerful giver (v. 7). As you’ve possibly heard explained, the
Greek word for “cheerful” here is hilaron, which shares the
same root as our English word “hilarious.” The point is, God
loves joyful giving that bubbles up because of gratitude from
the heart and pours forth in delight—and even extravagance.
God loves it because it shows Him to be the all-sufficient
satisfaction of our lives. In fact, not only does our free
generosity glorify God by demonstrating our own joy at
salvation, but it also results in the recipients of the generosity
giving praise and glory to God as they see the Gospel in action
through our giving! God is glorified by the cheerful giver, and
He is again glorified by the cheerful recipient (vv. 12-13).

All of this is rooted in the Good News of the Gospel. Paul
tells us that such giving witnesses to the joyful reality of Christ’s
Lordship and in our lives, causing others to “glorify God
because of your submission flowing from your confession of the
Gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for
them and for all others” (v. 13).

-John Rabe
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DAY 6 FRIDAY, MAY 21

Giving In the Faith of the Gospel
Galatians 2:15-21

Many people misunderstand faith, thinking that it is merely
how we “get in the door” of salvation. But the Bible presents us
with a much richer picture of the Gospel than that. The good
news of the Gospel, as Paul makes clear, is that “a person is not
justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ”
(v. 16). All of our works are tainted by sin and, as a result,
cannot make us righteous before God. Thankfully, our
necessary righteousness has been provided by Christ, and it is
credited to us by faith alone.

But while we are eternally saved the moment we place our
faith in Christ, He intends for us to exercise that faith to grow
and continue. The good news of the Gospel not only saves us,
but produces fruit as we believe it on a daily basis. As Paul puts
it, “...the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (v. 20, emphasis
added).

Living by faith means trusting God, not only for eternal
salvation, but for everything we need right now. “And my God
will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory
in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19). The Gospel fact that God
gave us His only Son is assurance that there is no good thing He
will withhold from us. We can absolutely trust Him to provide
for all our needs—freeing us to be generous and sacrificial in
His image.

-John Rabe
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DAY 71 SATURDAY, MAY 22
Giving In the Freedom of the

Gospel
Romans 7:1-6

Whenever issues of giving are discussed in the church, many
people inevitably begin to feel guilty. If you are one of those
people, there is good news! Despite popular misconceptions
(and too many misguided monetary appeals), the Bible never
uses guilt as a motivation for any good work. To be sure, the
Holy Spirit will convict us of things that we should repent of
(including stinginess and idolatry of money), but we are not to
give because we are under a rule or law that says we should.
Rather, we’re to give because we’ve been set free! We’ve been
freed from the law, from death, from sin, from Hell, from love
of money, and from self-sufficiency (which is no sufficiency at
all).

Paul tells us in this passage that, just as a widow whose
husband has died is no longer bound by her marital vows, you
are no longer bound by the law—it is no longer your
“husband.”

Rather than being ruled by the external law, Jesus is now
your head and your loving ruler. What’s more, this has
happened “in order that we may bear fruit for God” (v. 4).
Under the Old Covenant, Israelites were bound by the law to
give a tithe (10 percent) of their goods and earnings to the Lord
through the priesthood (Numbers 18:24). Under the New
Covenant, believers have been freed from that law--and the
penalties associated with it.

Does this mean that we no longer give to God? Absolutely
not! Instead, it means we give from the heart rather than by the
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external compulsion of rules and laws. Just as the OId
Testament law is merely a foreshadowing of the far greater
Christ, the biblical expectation is that the Old Testament tithe
will be a mere shadow of the far greater giving—from the
heart—that will pour forth from the member of the New
Covenant.

Paul explains how it works: “But now we are released from
the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we
serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the
written code” (v. 6, emphasis added). We have been freed
from the stern taskmaster we could never please--and who
brought us death-- and instead have been given to a new master
who loves us, died for us, and has given us life!

“For freedom Christ has set us free” (Galatians 5:1a). We
have been saved purely by grace, and our acceptance before
God is not determined by our giving. Giving that pleases God
is giving that is free and proceeds from the renewed heart.
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver” (2 Corinthians 9:3).

Today, join us in asking God to work the Gospel in our
hearts to result in giving that pleases Him, and brings us deeply
felt joy.

-John Rabe
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DAY 81 SUNDAY, MAY 23

A Bountiful Harvest
2 Corinthians 9:6-8

I grew up in a Christian home, and my dad taught me the
value and need to tithe when I was about 7 or 8 years old and
began receiving an allowance. It was a good habit, but once I
was out of my parents’ home and on my own in college, I didn’t
keep it up. Before long, it had been more than a year since I'd
given anything to the church financially. I hadn’t fallen away
from the church; I was still regularly involved. I still read my
Bible almost every day and prayed frequently. But this one
discipline fell off my radar screen.

One night, while reading through 2 Corinthians, I came
across these words: “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also
reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to
you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you
may abound in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:6-8). God
spoke to me in those verses. It’s not like a bolt of lightning
came out of the sky or that I heard some audible voice. It was
simply a moment when reading, “God loves a cheerful giver,”
that my heart simply said, “Yes!”

I made a commitment that night to begin tithing, and I
haven’t looked back. To this day, I have continued to joyfully
tithe, and I have seen the blessing of God financially. In my
experience, it is definitely true that “whoever sows bountifully
will also reap bountifully” (v. 6).
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My wife and I married shortly after college, and our tithing
has continued. The Lord has blessed us in unusual ways.
Once, my wife received an unexpected $3,000 bonus from her
work. When she brought the check home, the Lord spoke to
our hearts. He impressed upon us that we hadn’t received the
$3,000 to keep for ourselves but to give to our church for the
sake of missions. We gave the money knowing that there were
countless needs for which it could have been used. But after
the check had cleared our account, there was joy knowing that
God was going to use that money to advance His Gospel.

My wife and I are not wealthy. We have never had excessive
disposable income. But the Lord has always provided for our
needs. We have never lacked the basic necessities of life. There
is food on our table every day. There are clothes on our backs.
There is a roof over our head. Everyone in our family is
healthy. We don’t miss the $3,000. Nor do we miss a single
penny we've given as a tithe. We are blessed. And we are
thankful to the Lord that He enables us to give. We are
delighted at the opportunities He gives us continually to give.

God is faithful as we exercise faith in our giving. We have
seen firsthand that God’s promise is true: “Bring the full tithe
into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And
thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not
open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a
blessing until there is no more need” (Malachi 3:10).

-Anonymous
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PART 2
TREASURE PRINCIPLES
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DAY 91 MONDAY, MAY 24

Eternal Treasure
Matthew 13:44-46

“They just don’t make ‘em like they used to.” That was a
frequent statement that I heard growing up, every time that
something would break—be it a tool, household appliance,
auto part and, on rare occasion, something that would make
absolutely no sense at all, like a tree or a rock. The sentiment
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